ITVS/Lincs 

At Home in Utopia

Part VII: Sample work description

Completed work: 1 copy on DVD

Umm Kulthum, A Voice like Egypt; Michal Goldman, Producer

This is a documentary about the great diva of Arabic song, Umm Kulthum (c.1904-1975.)  As with my present film, I have taken a historical subject unfamiliar to most Americans, and used it to open up some historical issues that have contemporary relevance, in this case, Arab nationalism and the struggle to define a modern Arab identity. I worked on this film in the same way I am working on At Home in Utopia, producing, directing, writing, and editing, over a number of years. (Running time: 67 minutes)

Work in progress rough cut: 4 copies on DVD

At Home in Utopia, rough cut; Michal Goldman, Producer

This is a full rough cut.  The narration and Yiddish voices, here read by me, will ultimately be read by a professional narrator/actor, and my Yiddish-speaking friends. I intend to use some but not all the scratch music in the final film, using a composer to smooth transitions and to write a few cues that aren’t working with scratch music. I have consulted with someone who does music clearance and been told that most of what I am using here is affordable. (Running time: 59:30 minutes)

PLUS

Work in progress selected scenes: 1 copy on DVD

At Home in Utopia, 4 segments; Michal Goldman, Producer

My understanding is that someone on the staff and on the panel will look at the full rough cut, and I hope that’s the case. In case it would also be useful to have available a shorter sample, I’m sending you four scenes. If at all possible, please at least look at the first three, lasting 10 minutes. (Total running time: 13 minutes) 

